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Event to spothght
Muslims’ history

By PATRICK MCGEE
Star-Telegram Staff Writer

In psychiatrist Basheer
Ahmed’s study hangs a colorful
illustration of a man in Middle
Eastern garb with writing mate-
rials in his lap. Ahmed is happy
to tell visitors that the man in
the picture, Avicenna, penned
The Canon of Medicine, the
medical textbook used in
Europe for hundreds of years.

Ahmed, who practices in
Tarrant County, said the 11th
century Islamic scholar is an
example of how Muslims kept
the torch of civilization burn-
ing during Europe’s Dark Ages.

The theme will be explored
at “Muslim Contributions to
Human Civilization,” a confer-
ence scheduled for Saturday in
Dallas organized by Ahmed and
other Arlington Muslim leaders.

The conference features
professors from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology,
in Cambridge, Mass.; Tufts
University, in Medford, Mass.;
and Georgetown University, in
Washington, D.C. It is an effort
to educate people about Mus-
lims’ contributions to society
— and to battle negative
stereotypes of Muslims, orga-
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The conference “Muslim Contribu-
tions to Human Civilization” is sched-
uled for 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturday
at Midway Hill Christian Church, .
11001 Midway Road in Dallas. Regis-
tration fees are $15 for adults and

$10 for students. For more informa-
tion, call (817) 572-4981.
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nizers said.

“Islam is a progressive reli-
gion that helped build the
modern society, but the only
thing people know is Palestini-
ans bomb this and bomb that,”
Ahmed said.

Stereotyping hit the Arling-
ton Muslim community hard
last month when Wadih el
Hage, an Arlington resident
who attended the city’s central
mosque, was convicted of con-
spiracy in the 1998 bombings of
two U.S. embassies in Africa.

Local Muslim leaders say
that Muslims overwhelmingly
are peaceful, and they said they
hope Saturday’s conference
will help portray them as con-
tributing members of society.

“We would like to over-
come this stereotype that the
Muslims and the Arabs are just
for violence,” said Syed Ahsani,
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a former Pakistani ambassado}
who helped organize the con!
ference.

The conference will mclude
panel discussions on Muslims!
contributions to philosophy and
civic society; Islamic political,
judicial and economic systems,
and Muslims’ contributions t9
science and architecture. !

“Muslims contributed to
knowledge and learning for
several centuries,” Ahsani said:
“Western knowledge is the
heritage of the Muslims.”

Muslims provided many ear-
ly important contributions to
algebra, translated ancient Greek
and Indian texts and introduced
the Chinese invention of paper
to Europe, Ahsani said.

Steven Reinhardt, an associ-
ate professor of European histo-
ry who teaches a history of civi-
lization course at the University
of Texas at Arlington, said the
West is indebted to Muslims. -

“We would be farther
behind than we are now,” Rein-
hardt said. “So in a sense we
owe a great deal to the Mus-
lims for not just preserving but
advancing knowledge.” :

Patrick McGee, (817) 548-5476
pmcgee@star-telegram.com
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