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U.S. Muslims

reaching out

Groups form hospitals, schools
and social service organizations

By Deborah Kovach Caldwell
Staff Writer of The Dallas Morning News

ARLINGTON — The Muslim doctor was over
whelmed when huge numbers of penniless So-
malian and Bosnian refugees began arriving in’
the Dallas area a few years ago. But Dr. Basheer
Ahmed, a soft-spoken Indian-born psychiatrist,
also saw an opportunity.

The refugees were Muslims. And Dr. Ahmed,
62, decided it was time for the local Islamic
community to help. After all, he reasoned, he
and his friends had lived in North Texas 30
years or more. They'd raised children and buiit
careers.

“I thought we needed to at least try some- *
thing," he said, recounting the story at his
dining room table last week. “But we were not
very organized."

About three years ago, he held a dinner that
raised $50,000. But he had to ask Catholic and
Jewish leaders to speak because those groups
resettled the refugees.

Dr. Ahmed wants to change that — and the
time may finally be right.

As Muslims celebrate the end of the season
of Hajj on Saturday, they ponder the sacrifices
they make to journey to the holy city of Mecca
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in Saudi Arabia. This year Ameri-
can Muslims also ponder their jour-
ney to full integration in America.

For the first time in their history
in the United States, the nation's 6

Muslims are creating a spe-
cific national plan to build (he
of institutions — social ser-
vice organizations, schools and hos-
pitals — that marked the develop-
ment of Protestants, then Catholics,
then Jews.

“We want to build Islamic insti-
tutions in this country like any oth-
er religious groups, because if we're
going to grow and prosper we have
to have them,” said Shariq Siddiqui,
director of development and fund-
raising for the Islamic Society of
North America, based in Indiana.

Hajj is one of the five pillars of
Islamic faith — the others are daily

during the month of Ramadan
making a faith declaration. Pil,
age is a once-in-a-lifetime obunﬂon . The Dallas Morning News: David Latson
for When the
Dr. Basheer Ahmed has led efforts to orga-  as. “Everyone is paying attention to the
uslims wi
;&:’:ﬁ:‘;ﬁ’:‘m b nize the Islamic community in North Tex-  social issues now,” he said.

prayer.

This summer, their pﬂgrumge
in America intensifies. Starting in
August, the Islamic society will
partner with Indiana University's
Center on Philanthropic Studies to
educate 10 Muslim students a year

as fellows in nonprofit manage- Islamic

ment. Once graduate, the stu-
dents will be hired in Islamic com-
munities nationwide to raise

money, create financial trusts and
start schools, social service organi-
zations and hospitals.

“This is probably going to be one
of the most dymmlc years in me

have grown up in America. We're
now at that level of maturity.”
Some of the first seeds were
planted in places such as North Tex-
as, where in three years Dr. Ahmed

Mr. Siddiqui nld. “We've built
mosques and part-time schools, and
our children were born here and

has built a sprawling part-time Is-
lamic social services or

Center for Human Services as o hot-
line for medical, legal and job refer:
rals. Soon after, Dr. Ahmed and hix
colleagues added a domestic abuse
help line. Then they added seml
nars on parent-child issues,

were wildly

After his banquet, Dr. Ahmed
started the Muslim Community

The
lar — which led Dr. Ahmed to start
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